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SLST 480 

Tolstoy and the Age of Anna Karenina 
 

MR 13.00–14.20 in CLE C115 

Instructor: Olga Pressitch (Cle D244; olgavp@uvic.ca) 

Office hours: M 2.30 to 3.15 and by appointment 

 

This course focuses on the major works of Leo Tolstoy, studied against the background of his 

life and times, with a special emphasis on the novel Anna Karenina and its many film 

adaptations. 

 We are going to read excerpts from all of Tolstoy’s main works, but the average weekly 

reading load will not exceed fifty pages. You will hardly notice as the pages fly by, because this 

is the best prose ever written. There are no books to buy for this course, although I would 

strongly recommend that you download, borrow from the library or otherwise acquire your own 

copy of Anna Karenina (any translation, just make sure it is not a “condensed” edition, which is 

sometimes sold on Kindle). I will post the list of chapters from Anna Karenina that you are going 

to need for our class discussions, but I would also recommend that you read the entire novel. 

(Note: You may want to start early, because Anna Karenina is going to be the only exception to 

my “fifty pages a week” rule.) All other texts will be available in electronic form, either through 

the library or on CourseSpaces. 

 We will write three quizzes in class on 25 September, 1 November, and 23 November. 

Please do not miss them, because my department’s policy is to give make-up quizzes in cases of 

unavoidable absences supported by medical documentation. The quizzes are going to combine 

the formats of short-essay and identification questions. Students will also be expected to 

participate in class discussions of the readings and films, as well as to make one class 

presentation on one of the topics distributed beforehand. A presentation should be structured as a 

good essay, with the main thesis and the evidence to support it, as well as a clear, logical 

structure. They are also talks that should not be read, but rather delivered while trying to engage 

your audience (such as addressing questions to them and maintaining eye contact). Presentation 

sign-up sheet will be circulated in class in mid-September. 

 Students will also submit a short “character analysis” essay of 5 to 6 double-spaced pages 

on a set topic related to some of the main protagonists of War and Peace (due in class on 16 

Nov). More detailed instructions about this assignment will be distributed in class. Assignments 

submitted late will be subject to late penalty of 7% for the first day and 5% for each subsequent 

one including the weekends. 

 

  

MARKING SCHEME 

 

Presentation:   10% 

Participation:   12% 

Quiz I (25 Sept):  22% 

Quiz II (1 Nov)  26% 

Quiz III (23 Nov)  15% 

Character Analysis (16 Nov) 15% 
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A+ 90-100 B- 70-72 

A 85-89 C+ 65-69 

A- 80-84 C 60-64 

B+ 77-79 D 50-59 

B 73-76 F 0-49 
 

To familiarize yourself with UVic’s grading guidelines, please consult the University Calendar. 

 

 

COURSE CALENDAR 

 

7 Sept Introduction to the course. An overview of Tolstoy’s life and work. 

Documentary: The Trouble with Tolstoy, Part 1. 

11 Sept The Trouble with Tolstoy cont’d. Tolstoy’s family background. The War 

of 1812 and the Decembrist Rebellion. 

14 Sept Childhood and Youth (1852-55): The narrator’s voice and Tolstoy’s 

concept of childhood. 

18 Sept Army service in the Caucasus. The Crimean War. Sevastopol Stories 

(1855-56): The search for a new literary hero. 

21 Sept First trip to Europe and teaching at a village school. Interest in death and 

the function of art in Tolstoy’s short works of the late 1850s. 

25 Sept  QUIZ I 

28 Sept War and Peace as a historical epic. Tolstoy’s view of history. 

2 Oct War and Peace as a coming-of-age story. Student presentations and 

discussion. 

5 Oct  War and Peace (film clips). 

9 Oct  NO CLASS (Thanksgiving). 

12 Oct  Tolstoy in the 1870s. Anna Karenina: An introduction. 

16 Oct Love, marriage, and the falseness of high society in Anna Karenina. 

19 Oct Forbidden love and true love in Anna Karenina. 

23 Oct   The opposite moral trajectories of Anna and Levin. 

26 Oct   Film: Anna Karenina. 

30 Oct  Anna Karenina cont’d and discussion. 

1 Nov  QUIZ II 

6 Nov Film clips (of various versions of Anna Karenina) and student 

presentations.  

9 Nov Tolstoy and religion. Death and sex in Tolstoy’s late prose. Father Sergius 

and The Kreutzer Sonata. 

13 Nov NO CLASS (Reading Break). 

16 Nov The Death of Ivan Ilych. The meaning of life in late Tolstoy. 

CHARACTER ANALYSIS ESSAY DUE IN CLASS. 

20 Nov   Holstomer: The Story of a Horse. 

23 Nov   QUIZ III 

27 Nov Late Tolstoy’s social philosophy. The British Columbia connection: 

Tolstoy and the Doukhobors. Student presentations. 

30 Nov Tolstoy’s flight from Yasnaya and death. Film Clips: To the Last Station. 

http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2011/FACS/UnIn/UARe/Grad.html
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COURSE POLICIES IN DETAIL 
 

Accessibility Statement 

Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course. In particular, if you have a 

disability/health consideration that may require accommodations, please feel free to approach me and/or 

the Centre for Accessible Learning as soon as possible. Staff members are available by appointment to 

assess specific needs, provide referrals and arrange appropriate accommodations. The sooner you let us 

know your needs the quicker we can assist you in achieving your learning goals in this course. 
 

Concessions and Documentation 

Students may ask for an academic concession, such as the rescheduling of a quiz or test or an extension 

for an assignment, upon providing proper documentation of a personal or medical affliction or of a time 

conflict. Proper documentation would include a doctor’s note or a memo from Counseling Services, or a 

memo from a coach, employer, or faculty member. It must be dated before or close to the time of the 

missed work or classes. 
 

Withdrawals and Deferrals 

If you miss substantial amounts of class and assignments without documentation, you will be asked to 

withdraw or will receive an ‘N’ at the end of the semester. Even when the reasons for failing to meet 

course requirements are valid, it is not academically sound to allow students missing significant amounts 

of work to continue in the course. You are to familiarize themselves with the withdrawal dates in the 

current academic calendar. 
 

A Note on Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 

Actions such as plagiarism, multiple submissions, falsifying materials used in academic evaluations, 

cheating, or aiding others to cheat violate University policies on academic integrity and are considered 

serious offence. You must inform yourself about the university regulations (see UVic Policy on Academic 

Integrity). 
 

Unauthorized Use of an Editor 

An editor is an individual or service, other than the instructor or supervisory committee, who manipulates, 

revises, corrects or alters a student’s written or non-written work. The use of an editor, whether paid or 

unpaid, is prohibited unless the instructor grants explicit written authorization. 
 

Add/Drop Deadlines  

It is your responsibility to attend to ADD/DROP dates as published in the Calendar and the 

Undergraduate Registration Guide and Timetable. You will not be dropped automatically from a class 

that you do not attend.  
 

Classroom Conduct 

Since the quality of the learning environment is paramount, every student has the right to learn and your 

instructor has the duty to perform her or his teaching duties in a cooperative, distraction-free, and 

effective manner. Activities that could disrupt the learning environment for you and your instructor would 

include the non-academic use of electronic devices. You are expected to turn off your cell phones, mp3 

players, and other electronic devices during class. Laptops can only be used for taking class notes, 

accessing CourseSpaces, and other class-related activities. 
 

Course Experience Surveys 

I value your feedback on this course. Towards the end of term you will have the opportunity to complete a 

confidential course experience survey (CES) regarding your learning experience. The survey is vital to 

providing feedback to the Department about the course and its instructor. When it is time for you to 

complete the survey, you will receive an email inviting you to do so. 
 

Commitment to Inclusivity and Diversity: 

The University of Victoria is committed to promoting, providing, and protecting a positive, supportive, 

and safe learning and working environment for all of its members. 

https://www.uvic.ca/services/cal/
http://coun.uvic.ca/
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2017-09/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2017-09/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html

